Patriots Take Over NW3A/4A Lead
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Quarterback Titus Smith hooked up with Khris Gardin on an 80-yard touchdown pass with less
than four minutes to play as Freedom defeated Hibriten 42-35 in Morganton, N.C., Friday night.

The win moves FHS (8-1 overall; 5-0 in the NW3A/4A Conference) into sole possession of first
place. Gardin, who suffered a sprained ankle on the game’s opening kickoff, caught three for a
game-high 131 yards in the second half.

The Panthers (8-1, 4-1), who suffered their first loss of the year, fall into second place, one
game ahead of Watauga, Patton, and Hickory with two weeks left on the regular-season
schedule.

FRIDAY'S GAMES

WATAUGA 24, PATTON 20
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FREEDOM 42, HIBRITEN 35

SOUTH CALDWELL 44, ST. STEPHENS 0

HICKORY 47, FRED T. FOARD 0

OTHER GAMES

MADISON 28, AVERY 7

ASHE COUNTY 34, NORTH WILKES 20

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1

HICKORY @ WATAUGA

FREEDOM @ ST. STEPHENS
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SOUTH CALDWELL @ FRED T. FOARD

PATTON @ HIBRITEN

NW3A/4A STANDINGS

FREEDOM 5-0; 8-1

HIBRITEN  4-1; 8-1

WATAUGA 3-2;7-2

PATTON 3-2; 7-2

HICKORY  3-2;5-4
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ST. STEPHENS 0-5; 0-9

FRED T. FOARD 0-5; 0-9
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