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Spruce Pine business owners are getting help on a  federal level, weeks after arson gutted
downtown. 
      The U.S. Small Business  Administration has approved Governor Mike Easley’s request to
declare Spruce  Pine a disaster area. With this declaration, businesses can apply for low 
interest loans to help pay operating expenses during the rebuilding process.  More than fifty
businesses were affected by the early August fires.   
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